
VISTA Assignment Description (VAD) Template 

Title:  GSCM/VISTA position to provide a summer camp for Baltimore City youth 
 

Sponsoring Organization:  Girl Scouts of Central Maryland, Inc. 
Project Name:  Science of the Arts 
Project Number:   
Project Period:  06/24/2019 – 08/16/2019  

Site Name (if applicable):  

Focus Area(s) 
Primary:  Summer Day Camp 
Secondary:  Program Evaluation 

 

 

VISTA Assignment Objectives and Member Activities 
 
Goal of the Position:  Empower girls and young women to become the leaders of tomorrow.  
Start girls in the STEM pipeline by exposing them to hands-on experiential learning in a variety 
of STEM areas.   Demonstrate the connection for young women between their every-day 
experiences and science.  Spark and grow their interest in STEM and confidence in their ability 
to master STEM concepts. 
 

 
Objective of the Position (06/24/2019-08/16/2019) 

A.  Ignite up to 100 girls’ interest in the sciences, aligning with GSUSA’s national priorities 
of STEM and the outdoors, as measured by a pre-test/post-test self-report on interest in 
the sciences. 

 
Duties: 
Provide mentoring, enrichment activities with a focus on STEM and the arts – sound/music, 
dance/movement/health science, and digital performance art.  Guide groups of 10 girls who 
are organized by age through a variety of hands-on experiences.     
 
Deliver curriculum developed by GSUSA/GSCM. 

 
Distribute evaluations to each camper, and assist pre-literate campers with completing the 
evaluations at the end of each camp week.  
 
Conduct observations of group process of certain groups of girls and document those 
observations to assess group dynamics, confidence in reading aloud, collective problem-
solving ability, ability of girls to work in teams, and similar group observations.   
 
Foster an environment where girls have many participatory learning experiences, and can 
assume leadership roles.    
 
Deliver a safe summer camp program for underserved girls, to assure that all girls, regardless 
of circumstance, have the opportunity to find their passion, gain confidence in their abilities, 
and succeed in academic and social skills.   

Serve as role models for the girls, in areas such as emotional intelligence, teamwork, and 
communication skills. 
 
Debrief daily with other camp staff to share best practices, challenges and lessons learned.  



 
Establish continuity with their group of girls and lead them through various learning stations 
throughout every day at camp and on field trips each week. 
 
Guide experiences and activities through the use of a patrol system and other democratic 
camp government practices, girl/adult planning practices and Girl Scout program procedures.   
 
Promote the health and safety of the campers through monitoring and re-stocking a well-
equipped first aid kit and reporting accidents or illnesses promptly.   

 

Help girls make conceptual connections between economic opportunities through STEM 
aspirations, benefits to society, personal health and their own well-being 
 
Create a personal connection for their mentees between the new knowledge acquired with the 
importance and relevance to every-day life by utilizing project-based learning models, 
combined with field-based discovery/experimentation. 
 
Guide girls to answer age-appropriate driving questions demonstrating critical thinking and 
problem-solving techniques, by engaging in guided discussion and performance arts in a girl-
safe space. 
 
Help girls demonstrate improved communication skills, better conflict management skills, self-
awareness and mindfulness.   
 
Conduct evaluations of camp participants that will provide an assessment of content 
knowledge acquired, changes in perception, and changes in behavior.   
 
Utilize survey assessments, journals and group process observations to serve as evaluative 
tools to assess the qualitative and quantitative results of each area of programming.   
 
Analyze the evaluations of the program and provide recommendations for camp design 
changes for the future. 
 
 

 


